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Linguistic Concepts and the Theory of Universal Grammar
Introduction
Learning a new language either for the first time or the second is based on certain language principles. These principles could be behaviour based characteristics such as imitation, habits or psychological reinforcement. The principles apply in all concepts in multilingual urban setting for the first or the second language learning and acquisition. After the language has been learned, its fluency and mastery are built using topics such as morphology, phonology, syntax semantics and pragmatics.  Understanding the roles of these topics in a language is based on Noam Chomsky’s theory of Universal Grammar. In addition to Universal Grammar theory, the paper also considers the ehaviourists’ approach in acquiring a second language. This part is divided into part one and part two to denote the two set questions that form the backbone of the paper. Language is a fundamental form of human communication and as such, it needs to be carefully learned and mastered.
Explication of Linguistics Concepts
Morphology is a unit of linguistics that deals with the internal structures of words.  For instance, by adding a suffix –ive- to the word create makes it to become –creative- which is a totally different word class from the verb subgroup create. Morphology takes two forms of word formations in which the derivational method becomes the dominant approach in word formation (Haspelmath & Sims, 2013). Morphology makes it easier to analyze the constituents of a word such as those including a morpheme, lexemes and word-based. To understand this, various parts of a word, such as affixes and suffixes, are morphemes. When these morphemes combine with other morphemes, they form lexeme compound words. There are also aspects of morphology that takes words as they are. For instance, considering the word dig. This word retains its morphological meaning even when the –ing suffix is added to it. It is from morphology that words are given distinct sound patterns that typify what phonology does in a language study.
Phonology involves studying various sound patterns in a language or across different languages.  Song (2014) describes phonology to analyze sounds in words that are on the level of words and all linguistic concepts below the word. Therefore, this means that phonology looks at how morphemes are articulated from the oral cavity. Because sounds are elements of segmental articulations, phonology takes interest in how speech sounds are produced this bringing us to the understanding of the manner of sound production. Based on the articulation processes of sounds, Haspelmath & Sims (2013) posit that phonology possesses additional subunits of understanding little differences in words. A phoneme is one such unit that deals with variations in sound production. For example, articulating the sound [p] in the words, spot and pot, should bring out the aspirated aspect in the second word and not in the first word. Sound [p] being a bilabial plosive is aspirated when placed at the onset of a word like pot. The force used in producing it in the word spot is lessened because of the initial voiceless fricative sound [s]. The underscore of phonology herein is to determine and explain the variance in one sound when used in different word contexts.
Syntax refers to how words combine with other words to form phrases, sentences and clauses. Song (2014) stipulates that syntax takes into account the word ordering process. The most basic understanding of how syntax works is on what and how the Traditional and Prescriptive Grammars accord the structure of word ordering. For instance, in all the two mentioned types of grammar, the subject should be at the onset of the sentence before the predicate, especially in a non-question sentence. Similarly, syntax describes how grammarians and language users should form questions by using WH- words such as whom, what, which and many others. As Goodluck (1991) curls its meaning, syntax divulges the rule governing principles in a language. If a sentence should end in neither a preposition nor a pronoun, syntactical theorists will bring out the most proactive ways of ending such a sentence as shown in the descriptions of modern grammar.
Semantics deals with conceptual linguistic meanings. Whatever a linguistic utterance refers to is exactly what semantics deal with. If a sentence like “She is a swimmer” is brought in for semantic analysis, aspects relating to lexical or semantic ambiguity must be involved to deduce precisely what the sentence means.  Depraetere & Salkie (2017) would discuss the sentence above to mean that the subject in question has skills in diving as part of water-based recreational activity. Depraetere & Salkie (2017) would define the given sentence as illustrated because they describe semantics in accordance with individual meanings attached to each word in a sentence. Semantics is guided by various types of meanings such as conceptual, thematic and connotative meanings. Every meaning given to either a word or groups of words is determined by the basic meanings given to words used.
Pragmatics studies meanings in close relationships and consideration of contextual implications surrounding utterances. A sentence such as “He got drunk in the court” can only involve an analysis that is pragmatically gauged on its utterance’s setting. Looking at the contextual surrounding during the utterance of the sentence will distinguish that the court mentioned is not a divisional boundary like a pavement or public gathering zone but the judicial hearing building. As Depraetere & Salkie (2017) defends pragmatics, this linguistic form can be divided into two types, physical and sentential context. The physical type allows one to look at the meaning based on geographical setting during the utterance while the sentential context analyses the words that come before or after the content words. It should, however, be noted that the key difference between semantics and pragmatics is that pragmatics is based on the context of utterance. Semantics looks at the typical meanings of linguistic utterances minus contexts.
Teaching phonology in the urban setting classroom is relatively easy due to the multilingual exposure that learners have. Urban classroom settings as told by Roberts (2017) are backed by learner’s preexisting social abilities that enable them to interact, imitate and articulate sounds as significant others do. Relatively, with the help of the teacher’s methodology in teaching phonology, learning of phonology as a linguistic unit becomes easier. The most effective way to teach phonology is listening to sounds being articulated. As a teacher, reading out words to the learners, especially younger learners, makes it effective for them to pick out words and retain them. Repetition and imitation are the leading pedagogical approaches of impacting sound mastery (Goodluck, 1991). By reading words that are repeated or that contain rhymes, learners’ mastery skills are enhanced over time, especially when they are in the urban settings where they frequently hear sounds and words regularly pronounced.
Theory of Universal Grammar in First and Second Language Acquisition
Understanding how language is acquired, whether as the first language or the second, is based on universal characteristics of the language. Universal grammar is almost at the center of all language acquisitions, although other theories like behaviorism play pivotal roles in language learning and retention. This part of the paper procedurally answers the three questions as provided.
Theory of Universal Grammar
The theory of Universal Grammar was coined by Noam Chomsky in reaction to behaviourists approach to language learning and acquisition. This theory is based on the tenets of describing language acquisition as being helped by mental abilities. It stipulates that the human brain is equipped with innate capabilities or parameters that allow one to acquire a new language at whichever time of one’s age.  Roberts (2017) and Roberts (2019) agree through elaborate research studies that the universal nature or characteristic of a language will describe sameness in tenses, negations and structural elements of different languages. The geographical settings of a person will only define what language is to be learned while the learner himself is already endowed with capabilities in his brain on how to acquire and master the language. Whereas traditional grammarians focused on habit formation and errors in acquiring language, they did not explain any roles of the brain and intellectuality in acquiring a new language. This prompted Noam Chomsky in the 1960s to develop a new theory recognizing the role of brain operators in learning a new language, whether as the first or second language.
Comparison and Contrast of First and Second Language Acquisition Using Theories
First language acquisition is similar to second language learning because the learner will tend to use guiding hints from the environment to master the target language. The hints range from familial interactions or prior experiences, as shown by Goodluck (1991). Similarly, in learning the first and second languages, the learner will make varying adjustments due to context or setting. For instance, while playing, the child will use simpler language structures as opposed to during classroom instructions.
Contrary to the similarities, the difference between the first and second language learning is that while acquiring the first language, the learner will mostly rely on the language’s principles as the sole grounds for mastery and acquisition. On the other hand, in learning the second language, the learner will use guiding principles of the first language to acquire newer principles of the target language. Roberts (2017) adds that while considering age differences, younger learners of the first language take so much time before forming comprehensible language structures than adults learning the second language.
The similarity based on the Universal Grammar and Behaviorism between the first language and the second language is that contextual utterance errors are encouraged methods of language learning. Cohen & Waite-Stupiansky (2017) posit that the same error that can occur through the overgeneralization of first language concepts can similarly occur in the second language being acquired. Errors are behaviorist’s approaches in language acquisition that ensure reinforcement is provided during learning in order to get rid of the error. This very same concept applies across both languages learned, whether first or second. In addition, when both theories are used in first and second language acquisition, the results have increased content intake than what is given out as mastered content.
However, the difference between the two language acquisitions is that as Universal Grammar enables a learner to acquire a language more naturally, behaviorism may make acquiring the second language rather difficult. This means that imitation of behaviors of other people without understanding how they interplay with structural meanings can prove difficult for an unassisted second language learner as discussed by Goodluck (1991).
Significance of the First and Second Language Acquisition Knowledge
Knowledge of the first and second language will help me as a learner in the urban setting to easily deal with foreign cultures. As a first language English speaker, I get well acquainted with the French culture after learning French as my second language. It is easier to form social relations with other people when there is a solemn understanding between the two said cultures (Roberts, 2019). In addition, learning first and second languages are beneficial to me as a learner for the competency and communication skills I acquire along the way. Improved learning improves intrinsic characteristics that make learning other knowledge disciplines easier. Finally, the knowledge acquired in learning first and second languages is correlational to understanding the demographic patterns and reasons behind the developed urban centers from rural settings. By understanding the effects of colonization and language acquisition, different populations acquire language as either the first or the second.
Conclusion
Learning a language is well anchored on understanding the guiding principles of that language as captured in language universality characteristics.  Theories such as Universal Grammar and Behaviorism are meant to accentuate the different approaches humans use to acquire languages. Whereas it is true that language can be acquired within all age brackets, human beings are all born with what Noam Chomsky calls innate abilities to acquire the target language. These abilities are responsible for the knowledge used in depicting differences in linguistic topics such as morphology, phonology, syntax semantics and pragmatics. Very indulgingly, language is a fundamental form of human communication.
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